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Our speaker for the June 11 meeting will
be Rachel Arndt from Tampa Bay
Watch. She’ll give us an overview of the
organization’s goals and will focus on
seagrass and how important healthy
seagrass beds are for the marine environ-

Please check frequently the Events
calenderCalendar
on the tbsk.club
website for any updates to trips on the
calendar that do
not appear above

JUNE SAFETY & TRAINING
NOTES

By Phil Sheesley

*Monday,

Dec The Gulf waters are warm, the sky is clear, and it’s time to be heading
offshore to any one of our beautiful Gulf islands. Before you do, though, please just
stop for a moment and think about your own safety, and the safety of your friends, before you leave the beach. If you were to run into some difficulty, say maybe finding
yourself floating next to your boat, what would you do? Are you confident that you
could re-enter your kayak unaided? If not, are you confident that your paddling buddy
(if there is one) could successfully get you back aboard? For that matter, if he/she
were the one in distress could you get them back aboard? Could you get these tasks
(or life saving measures if you prefer) done in rough conditions? The Gulf is great for
paddling any time of year, but you really need to be prepared if you are going offshore. Remember the saying “When at Sea, Groups of Three”? To be safe, it’s always best to have at least three competent paddlers when kayaking in the Gulf. If one
is in trouble and the other is helping, the third is available to watch over the recovery,
capture errant paddles, help if the “rescuer” needs assistance, etc. TBSK will offer at
least one dedicated paddle in June specifically to review the basics of on-water rescues. If you would like some practice or if you have questions, please make it a point
to participate. Never hurts to review, and you might learn something.
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Anclote River Trip

By Hank Brooks
with pictures from Jan Machnikowski and Jennifer Call

For this May paddle on the Anclote River, there were five of us
including – Steven Loeven, Jan Machnikowski, Jennifer Call,
her friend from Germany, Kosh Rossmann, and myself. It was
a beautiful day with the sun shining and the weather in the mid
to upper 70’s and the humidity had not hit with a vengeance yet.
Since this was the first time on the Anclote River for both Jennifer and Kosh, Hank turned into a tour guide – pointing out all
the tourist points of interest as we paddle along. Launching at
Craig Park in Tarpon Springs, we first visited Spring Bayou, a
paddle of only 100 yards from our launch point. This is where
every year on the Epiphany (Jan 6), the young men of the local
Greek Orthodox Church gather in boats strung in a semi-circle
along the shore. The church bishop throws a crucifix into the
water and the men dive into the water to retrieve it. It is said
that the young man who retrieves it has one year of good luck –
plus he is the king of the local Greek Orthodox Festival
that year.

We paddled upriver past the shops and restaurants which
line the Anclote River. Many of the tourists and restaurateurs would nod to us, with a few giving us a wave. Often the mothers of the young children would say, “Look
kayakers!” while taking our picture. I’m sure that many
wished they were paddling with us.
Since it was a Saturday, there were many power boaters
out. I was pleased that most were very courteous, slowing when they approached us, and thank God – no air
boats. I was a little surprised and very pleased to see
some wildlife as we paddled along. Besides pelicans,
there were some large white herons, and a few regrets.
We paddled up river past the U.S.
19 bridge to see the “Castle House”
as I call it. It’s a house on the river
which has a turret type structure on
one side of the house – thus the Castle House. It makes a great marker
on the river. The Castle House was
our half way point, so we found a
place to take out for lunch before
heading back to our take out. A
very pleasant paddle indeed!
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Cont from pg 4 the proposed area

Book Recommendation From Phil Sheesely

The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea
University of Florida Professor Jack E. Davis has won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for History for
this book that literally tells all about “our” Gulf of Mexico. This is a great read for those of us
who spend time on or around the Gulf. Everything from the geology of the Gulf through it’s
habitation by Native Americans and later explorers and settlers. The book gives a terrific
background on our Keys and the earliest days of places like Tarpon Springs, Tampa, St Petersburg, Pensacola, to name a few. The lives and impact of early settlers in our area are of special
interest. There are also clear and informative descriptions of the flora and fauna of the Gulf,
both above and below the surface. A wonderful new book !
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ALAFIA BANKS

By Al Tillison
Photos by Jill Mosteller Jan Machnikowski and Bob

On April 28th 15 TBSK members and 3 guests paddled from Williams Park out
to the Alafia Banks Audubon protected area to view the nesting population of
roseate spoonbills. Cynthia McGregor and Al Tillson were the initial leaders,
and as the group grew in size we recruited Therese Eby and Bob Morris as additional co-leaders. Jill Mosteller also provided skilled assistance. We are very
grateful for all their additional help.
Carol Cassels of Florida Audubon met us at the Williams Park launch site and gave a brief orientation talk,
explaining the threatened status of oyster catcher and
little blue heron and other species in the area. The always visu- Photo by Jill Mosteller
ally striking roseate spoonbills are not yet endangered but are a “species of special
concern”. She also gave us details about the history of the refuge and the need for
keeping a safe distance from the protected islands. Getting too close to the birds can
scare them away from the nests, leaving eggs and young chicks vulnerable to predPhoto by Jill Mosteller ators. Invading the well-marked protected area can also generate a substantial fine.
Spooking the birds is serious for the spoonbills and even more so for American oyster catchers who do not
nest in colonies. This means that if one nesting pair is driven off their nest, predators quickly get a free
meal of their offspring. Because they are so vulnerable the estimated population of oyster catchers in Florida is only about 1000 birds, down from approximately 1250 during the 1999 Christmas bird count.. After several years of effort, Audubon and their supporters have recently persuaded local authorities to
pass an ordinance and post signs in the water requiring all boats to remain at
least 100 feet offshore to protect the birds. As
we climbed into our kayaks along the beach,
Carol launched an Audubon boat from the park
ramp and went out on patrol.
Photoo by Bob Morris
After paddling down the Alafia River past the Mosaic phosphate loading facility, we started out into the bay along the north side
of the string of spoil islands that make up the refuge. We quickly realized
that the northwest wind was too strong for
Photo By Jan Machnikowski
some of the paddlers and cut through one of the
passes to the more sheltered south side, which of course was where most of
the birds were anyway. Coming around the corner of the second island, we
immediately saw a group of about six spoonbills clustered in a tree. Continuing outward along the south shore we saw dozens more on the shore and in
flight and a smattering of brown pelicans, herons, and other birds. Therese
told us she could hear the calls of American oyster catchers.
After lingering for a while at the western end of the refuge to admire the countless Photo By Jan Machnikowski
numbers of greater egrets in flight, we returned along the south windsheltered side of the refuge with most of our paddlers enjoying the birds
from the appropriate distance. After we turned up the river to our lunch spot
at a beach on the south bank, we think we spotted a single oyster catcher that
flew by us very quickly.
We were fortunate on this excursion to see many of the species that share the
nesting grounds on both Bird and Sunken Islands and to have received so
much educational information from Carol the Audubon representative. And
Photo By Jan Machnikowski
the paddling was fun too!
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Backside of Weedon Island

By Hank Brooks with pictures by Jan Machnikowski

About every other month Al Tillson leads a
“Backside of Weedon Island” paddle. We
launched from the south side of the Gandy Bridge
approach on a sunny day. The objective was to
paddle south, and then southwest past the power
plant around to the south part of the Weedon Island mangrove trails. When you paddle past the
power plant, you don’t want to get too close because the local security guards will be on you like
in a flash if they feel the plant is threatened.
It’s a several mile paddle to the back side of
Weedon Island. Once there we paddled a bit and
then took a lunch break at a picnic site, with a
picnic table on solid ground, which was located
off one of
the mangrove water
trails.
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Photos from the Julian Park grand opening May 12, 2018
By Streven Loeven
.
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Events
Kayak Camping
for TBSK Members
Many of our TBSK members are interested in camping, especially from a kayak. If you are interested in camping, please
make sure to let Gary Bernier gwbernier@gmail.com know. Contact him you need to get in touch with all of the TBSK
members interested in camping .
Also, Andy Bartley launched a Facebook Page for TBSK Camping:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1780031405551417/

Member Requested Trips
Anyone can request a paddle to a location they want to go and we will see if we can find a trip leader to lead the trip for
you. Just submit a Trip Request by the 10th of the month prior to your trip so the next newsletter can advertise it with
the trip leaders' name.
You Can Do This By Emailing tbsk@tbsk.club with "Trip Request" in the subject line.
1. Put-in and take-out locations
2. Destination and total distance
3. Preferred Date(s) and time
4. Skill level required (see Trip Planning/Paddling guide on TBSK.club)
5. Phone number (should trip leader have questions)
Trip Coordinator will:
• Post this trip request with the monthly “request for trips” which is sent out to trip leaders.
• Notify the person requesting the trip if we can find a trip leader and if the trip can be led exactly as requested, or if
some modification to the trip is necessary.

New Places To Paddle
Comments from our member survey observed we always paddle the "same old places". We need to get out of our
rut! With that in mind, we are encouraging our trip leaders to expand their paddling horizons. All members should note
that we have a "Paddle Places" section on our web site which lists places to paddle in the greater Tampa Bay area (see
menu on bottom of the home page).
In "Paddle Places" one of the things you will find is the Pinellas County Paddling Guide, which lists about 100 different
places to paddle in Pinellas County - where most of our members live. The link to the guide, which TBSK helped create, is
found below:
http://www.pinellascounty.org/blueways/pdf/BluewaysGuide.pdf
If you have a favorite place to paddle, and it is not listed in "Paddle Places", please contact Hank Brooks at
jbrook5@tampabay.rr.com
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News & Events Around the State
(updated info in red)

Friends of the Island Parks ( http://www.islandparks.org) supports Caladesi Island State Park and Honeymoon Island
• Osprey Trail Walks every Wed, Sat, Sun at 11
• Beach Walks every Friday at 11
• Monthly Shell Show. 3rd Saturday each month at Nature Center, 1pm
• Wildlife Status:
• Osprey: 15 Active Nests in March, and first chicks spotted March 28th
• Eagles: 2 Eaglets fully grown and ready to Fledge in March
• Great horned owls: Owls are not anticipated to nest in the parks this season
• Sea Turtle: Season runs from May through October. 43 nests were spotted last season.
• Visit caladesidiscoverycenter.com to learn about the forthcoming interpretive facility.
For an update on this year’s Sea Turtle Baby Boom, see this article: http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/wildlife/
baby-boom-sea-turtles-set-new-record-for-nesting-on-pinellas-beaches/2307517
Florida Paddling Trails Association (FPTA). We are the steward of all of Florida's water trails. Our
mission is to develop water trails, protect the environment along the trails, and be a resource and voice for
paddlers. Jill Lingard is the FPTA President, and Hank Brooks is this Region’s Director for FPTA.
(Our region is Hillsborough, Pinellas, & Manatee)
•

June 8-10 Choctawatchee River Historic Expedition

The Adventurous Woman. Fishing, Camping, Kayaking, Hikes for women of all skill levels. Meets the 3rd Wednesday at
Bill Jackson’s. 6:30pm, February-November.
Society for Ethical Ecotourism: Florida SEE is looking for volunteers to help vendors become certified.
See info about SEE on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSEE.org.
Info on the volunteer position can be seen here:
• http://www.floridasee.org/docs/Florida_SEE_Assessor_Position_Description_2015.pdf

Paddle Florida http://www.paddleflorida.org/
To register for trips: http://www.paddleflorida.org/services/preview-and-register-for-trips-5165.html
Tampa Bay Watch: http://www.tampabaywatch.org
•

Keep Pinellas Beautiful strives to keep our community clean and beautiful.
We have many volunteers and adoption programs available in which you can participate.
http://www.mykpb.com/
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful: http://keeptampabaybeautiful.org
Our mission is to promote a culture of environmental stewardship through
volunteer and educational opportunities.

Egmont Key Alliance ( http://www.egmontkey.info/)
•
•

Volunteer Work Day, June 16, 2018
Volunteer Work Day July 21, 2018

Florida Water Environmental Association: Over 70 years after its creation, FWEA continues to make historic differences
in the advancement of the water environment, science and technology, making it a leading professional water organization in
Florida. Our history says a lot about the leadership, dedication and hard work. http://www.fwea.org
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Updates by Bill Biles

Visit our Sponsors for the
Best Kayaking Equipment and Advice!
How did new participants
find out about the club?
Since early April we have been
tracking how new members found
out about TBSK. The results so far
are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outfitters 3
Internet Search 3
A Friend 3
Other 3
Facebook 3
Brochures 3

Support our sponsors!
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Info for TBSK.club
Board Members

TBSK MEMBER
CLASSIFIED ADS

…………………………………

Treasurer’s Report
April 2018

President

John Marek 813 951 5650
tampajohn@gmail.com

Vice President

Cynthia McGregor 305.619.8276
sailingcyn@gmail.com

.No classifieds submitted this month. Classified Ads

Policy: Any TBSK member may place a classified
ad. The ad is free for the first six months. After six
months ad expires. May be maintained for $5 per
month. Please notify the editor when item is sold.

Trip Coordinator

Bob Morris 727 804 3636
rcmorrisfa@aol.com

Welcome New Members!

Membership Coordinator

Members that renewed this month

Steve Loeven 516 729 3297
sl72056@yahoo.com

NEW

Training/Safety Coordinator

Dianne Facteau

Activities Coordinators

Renewal

Webmaster

Dave Schmidt
Dave2Kayak@yahoo.com

3687

INCOME (Dues Paid)

300

Misc.

000

EXPENSES
Picnic Food
& Supplies
Postage

90
00

Ending Balance

Phil Sheesley 813.695.7395
philsheesley@hotmail.com
Clay Kent 727.557.8159
kentdata@yahoo.com
Irm Lukanik 727.557.4880
Ilukanik@gmail.com

Beginning BALANCE

Bonner Rust
Andy Bartley
Joan Cline

Secretary/ Treasurer

Hank Brooks 727 724 8983
jbrook5@tampabay.rr.com

Newsletter Editor

Bill Biles 727 204 5511
wcbiles@gmail.com

12

$3897

Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers
Become A Member
You may join TBSK online using your web browser. Just go to the link http://www.tbsk.club and click
“Join Us” at the top of the page. You can pay club dues at the end of the process.
To join the Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers by mail, click on “Join Us” at the top of the TBSK web site. Click on
the Liability / Waiver Form. Print the form and send it to the address listed at the bottom of this page. The
application and waiver form are also available at TBSK meetings held at Bill Jacksons Store on the second
Monday of each month at 7:00pm.
We hope to see you at our next TBSK event!

Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers
P.O. Box 8682
Seminole FL 33775-8682
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