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Janurary 14 2019  Speaker 
 

Ed Manns of TRAQS  
(traditional Qajakers of the 
South)  Greenland Paddling 
Group will talk  about there annual 
Greenland Kayaking Festival In 
Lake Placid March 21-24 .   

Click here to go to Event Page  on tbsk.club 

https://www.facebook.com/TampaBaySeaKayakers
https://www.facebook.com/TampaBaySeaKayakers
https://www.tbsk.club/events-list
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 Little Manatee River Exploration 
 By Hank Brooks  

photos from Barb Uzenoff, Dave Schmidt and Jan Machnikowski  

It was a cool morning in November 2018 which found us ready to paddle the upper Little Mana-

tee River.  I had paddled this part of the river, from Camp Bayou down to the I-75 Bridge, many 

times before.  On this part of the river, there is a maze of islands which you must navigate thru.  

Since the river is very tidal, in the past I have always played it 

safe and stuck to the main channel.  This time I wanted to 

explore the back channels.  

      There were eight TBSKers on the trip:  Barb Uzenoff,  Dave Schmidt, Carl 

Boettger, Terry Proeger, Jan Machnikowski, Chad Maynard, Bill Staab  and myself,   

I was very pleased to see everyone, especially Carl, because he loves to explore water trails 

and makes an excellent “bird dog” - sometimes darting back and forth and always looking for 

the best way forward.  Knowing this, I asked him to take the point and believe I detected a 

slight smile on his face. 

                        Before taking off, we decided to stay in 

the main channel going downriver, have lunch on a river 

bank past the I-75 bridge, and then on the way back, explore the back channels of the 

river.  Going downriver felt like paddling upstream, be-

cause we were going against the incoming tide and the 

wind.  We hoped that these conditions would hold for 

the return trip.  We soon reached our take out/ lunch 

stop which was about 1/2 mile past the I-75 bridge.  

We found a nice “river beach” with a gradual slope to make it easy to get out/ back into our 

boats. 

After lunch, with the tide still coming in, it was time to explore an alternate route thru the 

maze of islands back up river.  I knew that Carl had a map and with his “bird dog” abilities,  

he would sniff out a good route for our group.  I was happy to have him on point since I 

had never been on this part of the river.  All went well until we were about to round a 

bend in a narrow channel of the river.  A very, very large power boat came around the 

corner at full speed heading right toward me, with a 3 foot high wake.  I know my eyes got 

very big and in the excitement, the boat sure looked big to me.   Since we were in the 

river’s back channels, this was totally unexpected.  Thankfully the boat driver was alert 

and almost immediately shut his boat down and crawled past us.  I surely breathed as sigh 

of relief. 

        As expected, Carl led us thru the twists and turns of the back waters.  As we ap-

proached our take out at Camp Bayou, we decided to take the “loop” back.  This is 

another back channel which runs parallel to the river’s main channel.  It allows you to 

“loop” around main channel of the river.  We arrived at our take out – all hands account-

ed for! 

 

Watch the Video of this adventure click here 

https://youtu.be/DfIdd575TNY
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Egmont Key Revisited 
By Phil Sheesley 

Photos by Tom Komar and Libby Wolf 

          What an awful summer we had on our southern beaches !  We’ve had 

to avoid our favorite paddling location (Fort DeSoto) ever since the red 

tide invasion early this summer.  It was a great relief, then, to see that the 

red tide reading for Ft DeSoto was “0” for Saturday, December 8th.  

When our seven TBSK paddlers met at the Gulf (Fishing) Pier at Ft 

DeSoto it felt like a reunion of the long lost.  The day was reasonably 

warm, wind was light, and the water was – beautiful !  So we were off on 

time and in good spirits.   

          There was the usual sight of a large cargo ship coming into Egmont 

channel as we approached, so we were kind enough to allow it to pass be-

fore we got close to the channel.  Tom Komar invented the wording in this 

picture, remembering the warning that some of out group had received from 

the Harbor Pilot (on an earlier crossing) that our kayaks are required to stay at least 1,000 feet from a major vessel underway. 

          We found Egmont to be essentially unchanged during our extended 

absence this summer.   There is a substantial dredging operation underway 

at the north end of the island, but the Gulf facing shore was pristine, with 

very few power boaters in evidence; leaving us alone on the beach to enjoy 

the day.   

          The paddle was really pretty uneventful, save for the fact that we had 

missed doing this one for such a long time.  We went down to the south end 

of the island to explore a little around the ruins of the old coastal artillery 

battery that lie a hundred yards or so offshore.  I did collect a large conch 

shell there, courtesy of three divers who were spear fishing around the ru-

ins (one got a nice sheepshead while we watched).  We enjoyed an early 

lunch on the beach before being “escorted” back to the Gulf pier by an incoming tide.  The portion of the trip in open water is 

about two miles; but not to be taken lightly due to the currents and ship traffic.  It’s always good to keep a weather eye when 

paddling out tot the islands, to go with a group of capable paddlers, and to pay special attention to crossing the channel.  

          The water on the Gulf side of the island was crystal clear, but (by our 

Florida standards) cold – in the upper 60’s.  No one felt like getting wet so 

our usual practice time was omitted during this one.  We just enjoyed the 

day. 

We’ve encountered all sorts of conditions on this paddle over the years.  

This day was benign, with gentle wave action and moderate wind.  Those 

conditions allowed us all to get caught up on what everyone had been do-

ing during the summer months when we were kept away from this favorite 

kayaking location.  Good to have it back and here’s hoping the red tide 

stays far, far away.  
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Hillsborough River on a Cold Morning 
By Hank Brooks with Pictures by Jan Machnikowski 

 

It was a day in late November 2018, and I remember 

the alarm going off to wake me for this paddle.  I stum-

bled to the back door to check what the weather felt 

like that morning.  It was predicted to be 50 degrees at 

wake up time.  However, since I was coming out of a 

warm bed, it felt like it was freezing.  I was strongly 

tempted to call everyone crazy enough to sign up 

for this paddle and call it off because of some 

emergency.  I could tell them that I tripped and 

fell and sprained my whatever.  But then as I 

started to wake up and I realized that I was truly 

committed to make this paddle happen. 

 

 As we loaded our boats onto our vehicle, 

the sky was clear and the sun was out  It 

held the promise of heating up as the day 

progressed.  The objective of the paddle 

was quite simple.  We would launch from 

Rotary Park on the Hillsborough River, 

paddle up river about 2.5 miles to Lettuce 

Lake Park and then return.  We knew the 

river would protect us from the winds and 

when the sun came out, it would warm the 

place up. 
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2018 Holiday Party  
By Hank Brooks with pictures from Bill Biles and Jim Hoover  

 
Has the year gone by as fast for you as it has for me?  I blinked and it was time for the TBSK 
Holiday Party again.  And I wasn’t paying attention this time because while 
I wasn’t looking, I got elected TBSK President – again.   
 
About 50 TBSKers brought their dish to share and their enthusiasm for our 
club to celebrate the club and the people who have made our paddling club 
a success.  A special thanks to all those who set up the tables & chairs, dec-
orations and food for the event.  This includes Clay, Irm and all their elves 
who helped make this work.   As someone who had two deserts, I can attest 
to the fact that no one went hungry at our party. 
 
Our speaker for this event was Taylor Reece, who spoke on dolphins and their fin identifica-
tion and habits.  Before the meeting started, I welcomed her and said that I was excited that 
she was speaking about dolphins and said that I heard that she was going to have them per-
form in Bill Jackson’s swimming pool.  Her response was a witty, “Why of course.  I have 
the dolphins in the back seat of my car.”  She was enthusiastic and refreshing as our speaker. 
 
After our speaker we had: 

Trip Leader Recognition:  At the time of the Holiday Party, TBSK had a 
total of 20 trip leaders, most of whom were at the party.  Our trip lead-
ers are:  Al Tillson, Andy Bartley, Bob Morris, Clay Kent, Hank 
Brooks, Cynthia McGregor, Eileen Burns, Carl Boettger, Terry Pro-
eger, Charlene Proeger, Terry Hobbs, Jackie Whitaker, Steve Henkind, 
John Marek, Phil Sheesley, Tom Malone, Tom Sobocinski, Keith 
Fowler, Mary Mangiapia, Therese Eby. 

 
Ed Styron Outstanding Volunteer of the Year:  Each year we recognize 

a TBSK member who has contributed extra effort to help make our club successful.  
John Marek was selected by his peers as the 2018 TBSK Volunteer of the Year.  John 
has been a TBSK board member for the past 8 years and our president for 
the last three years.  During this time he has also been a major  contribu-
tor in leading many trips.  The award came with both a plaque and a kay-
ak model replica of John’s kayak. 

 
2019 TBSK officers.  The following were elected as TBSK officers for 2019: 

President: Hank Brooks 
Vice President:  Al Tillson 
Secretary/ Treasurer:  Barb Uzenoff 
Trip Coordinator:  Bob Morris 
Membership Coordinator: Steven Loeven 
Activities Coordinator:  Clay Kent 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Biles 
Webmaster:  Dave Schmidt 
Safety & Training Coordinator:  This position will be 

handled by a committee headed by our president. 
 
See you on the water for our New Year’s Day paddle! 
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Upper Manatee River  
by Terry Proeger, pics by Carl Boettger.  

On a cold Wednesday morning, eight paddlers met at Ft. Hamer 

Park to explore the upper Manatee River. We all arrived layered in 

paddling clothes, but gradually stripped off layers as we unloaded 

and packed our boats. A large warehouse, Ft. Hamer Rowing Fa-

cility, is just upland of the launch site. There were a number of row-

ers working out on equipment inside the facility and our boat-

loading was punctuated by a fair amount of yelling and haranguing 

by the rowing coach. By the time we were underway, we were down 

to paddling shirts and ended up paddling in very pleasant conditions 

in the low 60”s.  

The Manatee River starts out wide and narrows as you go up-

river. It used to be that development thinned out as you paddled 

upriver. While still the case, there were a number of new devel-

opments along the upper reaches of the river that had not been 

there a few years ago. Although the new developments adverse-

ly affected the natural beauty of the river, it still remains a beau-

tiful river, especially as it narrows upstream. There must be 

those who are delighted with the expanding tax base these new 

developments are deemed to provide, since they keep proliferat-

ing, although I didn’t hear anyone excitedly exclaiming so.  

We wound our way upriver mostly against an outgoing tide. As 

the river narrows, the brackish plants, such as cattails and nee-

dle grass, that are prevalent along the lower river gave way to 

live oaks and treed banks, and provided more of a freshwater 

look. There are a few dead ends along the river a couple of 

which look like the main channel. Carl Boettger, our co-trip 

leader, was able to navigate the twists and turns and false 

channels without getting us lost.  

We stopped on a sandbar for a lunch break and, then, because 

of the beauty of the river and the day, decided to extend our paddle upriver. At 6 miles, The Rye 

Bridge made a good turn-around spot. With few motor boats on the river, the return paddle was as 

quiet and peaceful as the paddle upstream.  
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Events 

Kayak Camping  
for TBSK Members 
 
Many of our TBSK members are interested in camping, especially from a kayak.  If you are interested in camping, please 
make sure to let Andy Bartley email: sailonbear@hotmail.com  know.  Contact him you need to get in touch with all of 
the TBSK members interested in camping .   
 
Also, Andy Bartley launched a Facebook Page for TBSK Camping: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1780031405551417/ 
 

 
 

Member Requested Trips 
  
Anyone can request a paddle to a location they want to go and we will see if we can find a trip leader to lead the trip for 
you. Just submit a Trip Request by the 10th of the month prior to your trip so the next newsletter can advertise it with 
the trip leaders' name.  
  
You Can Do This By Emailing tbsk@tbsk.club with "Trip Request" in the subject line.  
1.      Put-in and take-out locations 
2.      Destination and total distance 
3.      Preferred Date(s)  and time 
4.      Skill level required (see Trip Planning/Paddling guide on TBSK.club)  
5.      Phone number (should trip leader have questions) 
  
Trip Coordinator will: 
• Post this trip request with the monthly “request for trips” which is sent out to trip leaders. 
• Notify the person requesting the trip if we can find a trip leader and if the trip can be led exactly as requested, or if 

some modification to the trip is necessary. 

New Places To Paddle 

Comments from our member survey observed we always paddle the "same old places".  We need to get out of our 
rut!  With that in mind, we are encouraging our trip leaders to expand their paddling horizons.  All members should note 
that we have a "Paddle Places" section on our web site which lists places to paddle in the greater Tampa Bay area (see 
menu on bottom of the home page). 
 

In "Paddle Places" one of the things you will find is the Pinellas County Paddling Guide, which lists about 100 different 
places to paddle in Pinellas County - where most of our members live.  The link to the guide, which TBSK helped create, is 
found below: 
http://www.pinellascounty.org/blueways/pdf/BluewaysGuide.pdf 

If you have a favorite place to paddle, and it is not listed in "Paddle Places", please contact Hank Brooks at 
jbrook5@tampabay.rr.com 

  

mailto:sailonbear@hotmail.com
mailto:sailonbear@hotmail
mailto:tbsk@tbsk.club
http://tbsk.club/resources/Documents/Paddling%20Guide%206-10-13.pdf#page=3
http://www.pinellascounty.org/blueways/pdf/BluewaysGuide.pdf
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News & Events Around the State 
(updated info in red) 

Click on items logo to go to there general website  

Friends of the Island Parks ( http://www.islandparks.org)  supports Caladesi Island State Park and Honeymoon Is-
land  
• Osprey Trail Walks every Wed, Sat, Sun at 11 
• Beach Walks every Friday at 11 
• Monthly Shell Show.  3rd Saturday each month at Nature Center, 1pm 
• Wildlife Status:   

• Osprey:  15 Active Nests in March, and first chicks spotted March 28th 
• Eagles:  2 Eaglets fully grown and ready to Fledge in March 
• Great horned owls:  Owls are not anticipated to nest in the parks this season 
• Sea Turtle:  Season runs from May through October.  43 nests were spotted last season. 

• Visit caladesidiscoverycenter.com to learn about the forthcoming interpretive facility. 
 
For an update on this 2017 Sea Turtle Baby Boom, see this article:   

FPTA. We are the steward of all of Florida's water trails. Our  
mission is to develop water trails, protect the environment along the trails, and be a resource and voice for  
paddlers.   Jill Lingard is the FPTA President, and Hank Brooks is this Region’s Director for FPTA.   
(Our region is Hillsborough, Pinellas, & Manatee) 
http://www.floridapaddlingtrails.com 

The Adventurous Woman.  Fishing, Camping, Kayaking, Hikes for women of all skill levels.    
Meets the 3rd  Wednesday at Bill Jackson’s. 6:30pm, February-November. 
 

Society for Ethical Ecotourism:  Florida SEE is looking for volunteers to help vendors become certified.    
See info about SEE on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSEE.org.   
Info on the volunteer position can be seen here:   
• http://www.floridasee.org/docs/Florida_SEE_Assessor_Position_Description_2015.pdf 

Paddle Florida Paddle Florida is a non-profit corporation that promotes water conservation, wildlife preservation,  
prings restoration, and waterways protection via fun and educational multi-day  paddling trips in Florida’s most  
spectacular river and coastal environments.  For trip details and registration, visit http://www.paddleflorida.org/   
To register for trips:  http://www.paddleflorida.org/services/preview-and-register-for-trips-5165.html  
• Wild, Wonderful Withlacoochee: January 17-22, 2019 For info click here  

• Florida Keys Challenge: February 9-15, 2019  Sor Info Click Here 
 
• Flori-Bama Expedition on the Perdido River: March 10-15, 2019 For more Info Click Here  

Tampa Bay Watch:  http://www.tampabaywatch.org   
      

Keep Pinellas Beautiful strives to keep our community clean and beautiful.  
We have many volunteers and adoption programs available in which you can participate.   
http://www.mykpb.com/ 

Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful:   http://keeptampabaybeautiful.org 
• Hillsborough River & Coastal Cleanup  Saturday, September 15, 2018  
Our mission is to promote a culture of environmental stewardship through  
volunteer and educational opportunities.  

Egmont Key Alliance ( http://www.egmontkey.info/) 
 
• Regular work Day January  19,2019 10 am to 3 pm for more info click here 
•  

Florida Water Environmental Association:  Over 70 years after its creation,  
FWEA continues to make historic differences in the advancement of the water environment,  
science and technology, making it a leading professional water organization in Florida. 
 Our history says a lot about the leadership, dedication and hard work.  http://www.fwea.org 
 

Updates by Bill Biles 

http://www.islandparks.org
https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/wildlife/Green-sea-turtles-had-a-baby-boom-this-year-but-other-types-of-turtles-did-not_162756880
http://www.floridapaddlingtrails.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSEE.org.
http://www.floridasee.org/docs/Florida_SEE_Assessor_Position_Description_2015.pdf
http://www.paddleflorida.org/
http://www.paddleflorida.org/services/preview-and-register-for-trips-5165.html
http://www.paddleflorida.org/me/paddle-florida/wild-wonderful-withlacoochee-13904.html
http://www.paddleflorida.org/me/paddle-florida/florida-keys-challenge-5156.html
http://www.paddleflorida.org/me/paddle-florida/flori-bama-expedition-on-the-perdido-river-14969.html
http://www.tampabaywatch.org/index.html
http://www.mykpb.com/
http://www.keeptampabaybeautiful.org/event/hillsborough-river-coastal-cleanup-2/
http://www.egmontkey.info
http://www.egmontkey.info/event-3167815
http://www.fwea.org
http://www.floridapaddlingtrails.com/
http://www.paddleflorida.org/
http://www.tampabaywatch.org/index.html
http://www.egmontkey.info/
http://www.friendsoftheislandparks.org/
https://fwea.org/
http://theadventurouswoman.org/
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Visit our Sponsors for the  
Best Kayaking Equipment and Advice! 

How did new participants 
find out about the club? 
 

Since early April we have been 
tracking how new members found 
out about TBSK.  The results so far 
are: 
 
• Outfitters 3 
• Internet Search  3 
• A Friend 3 
• Other 3 
• Facebook 3 
• Brochures 3 
 
Support our sponsors! 

Photo by Bill Biles 
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Info for TBSK.club 
  Treasurer’s Report 

 Nov 2018 

Beginning BALANCE 4876 

 INCOME  

Dues 350 

  
EXPENSES  

picnic 
 

 
232 

 Ending Balance $4994 

TBSK MEMBER  
CLASSIFIED ADS 

 
 
.No classifieds submitted this month. Classified Ads 
Policy: Any TBSK member may place a classified 
ad. The ad is free for the first six months. After six 
months ad expires. May be maintained for $5 per 
month. Please notify the editor when item is sold.  

www.facebook.com/
TampaBaySeaKayakers 

Member Renewal 
 David Reilly 
 Arnold Holden 
 David George 
 Darrell Folsom 
 Gary Zavada 
 Ted Jordan 
 

Complementary Membership 

Board Members 
………………………………… 

 
President 
Hank Brooks 727 724 8983 
jbrook1776@gmail.com  
 
Vice President 
Al Tillson 813-832-3961  
altillson@yahoo.com  
 
Trip Coordinator 
Bob Morris 727 804 3636 
rcmorrisfa@aol.com  
            
Membership Coordinator 
Steve Loeven 516 729 3297 
sl72056@yahoo.com  
 
Training/Safety Coordinator 
By Committee headed by President 
 
Activities Coordinators 
Clay Kent 727.557.8159  
kentdata@yahoo.com  
 
Webmaster 
Dave Schmidt 608-842-0135  
Dave2Kayak@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/ Treasurer 
Barb Uzenoff 813-447-1750  
barbaraku@gmail.com  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Bill Biles 727 204 5511 
wcbiles@gmail.com  

(Trip Leaders That led 4 or more trips in  

the past year) 
 

• Carl Boettger 

• Hank Brooks 

• Steve Henkind 

• John Marek 

• Bob Morris 

• Charlene Proeger 

• Terry Proeger 

• Tom Sobocinski 

• Al Tillson 

https://www.facebook.com/TampaBaySeaKayakers
https://www.facebook.com/TampaBaySeaKayakers
https://www.facebook.com/TampaBaySeaKayakers
mailto:jbrook1776@gmail.com
mailto:altillson@yahoo.com
mailto:rcmorrisfa@aol.com
mailto:barbaraku@gmail.com
mailto:wcbiles@gmail.com
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Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers 
Become A Member 

Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers 
P.O. Box 8682  
Seminole  FL  33775-8682  

You may join TBSK online using your web browser.  Just go to the link http://www.tbsk.club and click 
“Join Us” at the top of the page.  You can pay club dues at the end of the process. 
 
To join the Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers by mail, click on “Join Us” at the top of the TBSK web site.  Click on 
the Liability / Waiver Form.  Print the form and send it to the address listed at the bottom of this page.   The 
application and waiver form are also available at TBSK meetings held at Bill Jacksons Store on the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00pm. 
 
We hope to see you at our next TBSK event! 

http://www.tbsk.club

