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Welcome New Trip Leaders

We would like to welcome four new TBSK trip leaders who were
approved at the January TBSK board meeting. Dave Schmidt, Jill
Mosteller, Jill Lingard and Karen Dealy. All successfully completed
the requirements for TBSK trip leader training and were recommended by Jean Totz, our new Safety & Training Coordinator.
We hope that you will be joining them for paddles in the near future.

February's Speaker
Cora Berchem
Will speak on
The current
status of Florida’s Manatees.
she oversees
the Manatee
Observer

2019 TBSK Director of Safety and Training
Jean Totz

I am honored to be appointed for this important position. Kayaking and coaching are two of my favorite passions. I am planning to offer more classes that will help you increase the enjoyment and
knowledge that kayaking has to offer.
The focus will be on how to use your body more effectively and efficiently to move your kayak through
the water without stress or strain on your joints and muscles. Here are some of the courses that are
being considered. Low Impact Paddling, Rescue Techniques, Demystifying The Roll: group clinic on
the elements to learning a roll. Basic Navigation,
VHF Radio, Super Cool Paddle Strokes
and How They Can Keep You Out of
Trouble.

A little about me:
- I have Lived in Tampa since 1963.
- Joined TBSK in 1996

- TBSK Trip and Training Coordinator in 1998
- Co owner Sweetwater Kayaks and symposium director 1998-2008
- Completed four 5 star trainings in Wales. Maine and Vancouver Island
- Certifications: BCU Coach 3+ (Advanced Open Water Instructor) Coached and assessed

BCU 4 star training. BCU Coach Instructor.

- Invited to coach at the Sea Kayak Georgia, Barrier Island NC, Body Boat Blade WA,
and Carpe Diem ME Symposium for several years
- Married for 45 years to my Junior High School sweetheart. We have one daughter who lives
Monteverde, Costa Rica with her husband and their two daughters
- Besides kayaking and coaching I love cycling and gardening.
See You On the Water!
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February's Meeting Speaker
FLORIDA MANATEES AND THEIR FUTURE
Cora Berchem will speak to the Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers on the current status of
Florida’s manatees, the major threats they confront, and what can be done by
Floridians and their government to protect the future of these iconic mammals.
Cora is the manatee research and multimedia specialist for the Save the Manatee
Club, and she oversees the Manatee Observer Volunteer Program in the summer
to prevent manatee harassment. Admission is free. For details, see below.
EVENT:FLORIDA MANATEES AND THEIR FUTURE
DATE:MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2019
TIME:7:00 PM
LOCATION:BILL JACKSON’S SHOP FOR ADVENTURE
9501 US HWY 19, PINELLAS PARK FL 33782
MORE INFO? CALL 813-832-3961 OR GO TO
see Calendar View click here

3

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sweetwater Kayaks Is Moving
Russell Farrow has let us know that about the first of February, Sweetwater
Kayaks will move to 235 15th Ave S.E., St. Petersburg with the same
phone no. and web site. They will be across the street from the north end of
Lassing Park which gives them waterfront access. They will still rent kayaks out of Weedon Island while all other activities will be out of the new
shop. Drop by and say "Hello".

January's Meeting
We Had Ed Mann for our January Speaker and he talked
about Greenland Paddling and the Upcoming Event The
TRAQS Paddle Festival coming up in March Here is a link
to a Video of last years event

Click Here to See Video
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2019 New Year’s Day Paddle
By Hank Brooks
with Pictures From Jennifer Call , Kathy Selles and Bill Biles
Slide show of New Years Paddle
2019 click here

Each New Year’s Day our club brings in the new year with a paddle
from Weedon Island to Crisp Park in St. Petersburg. This year we
added a new twist, an Easy Paddle which originated in Crisp Park.
On the first day of the year, you never know what kind of weather
you are going to get. From cold, rainy, windy weather to a fine
clear, 70 degree day with the sun shining. We paddle from Weedon
Island, thru the maze of back channels lined with houses to Crisp
Park. This route gives us protection from any wind. We were fortunate this year to have a great 75 degree day with the sun shining.
Eileen Burns spent a lot of time organizing the event and solicited
many helpers to make the event a success. Besides the people who
helped with the food, Eileen Burns led the Advanced Paddle with
Bob Morris and Bill Biles leading the Intermediate Paddle and Hank
Brooks leading the Easy Paddle with launched from Crisp Park.
Most paddlers brought a dish to share, with some bringing chili and
other goodies and John bringing his non-alcoholic beverage to toast
in the new year. It was a relaxing time to spend time paddling and
chatting with fellow paddlers. A great way to
start the new year!
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New Year’s Day 2019
By Eileen Burns Phots by Photos by Jennifer Call

The welcome Florida sun and warm temperatures returned
this New Year’s Day after the previous year’s last-minute
postponement. Nearly 30 paddlers hustled into their boats
from two different launch sites and converged on Crisp Park
from 3 different routes to celebrate the first day of the new
paddling year together.
Carl Boettger, Bob Morris and I led groups of paddlers from
the Weedon Island shore. Hank Brooks led a group directly
from Crisp Park (see Hank’s report in this issue).
The route from Weedon Island to Crisp Park (both in St. Petersburg) was started several years ago by an impromptu
group of TBSK paddlers who were looking for protected waters to shelter them from unpredictable winds on New Year’s
Day. It’s a route that we only paddle once a year. I find it a
unique mixture of open water and intimate canals. We can
admire the undeveloped east shoreline of Bayou Grande, with
its twisting boat channel, sand bars and birds, and we can admire the Shore Acres’ canal-front backyards.
We create quite an impressive flotilla as we swing by the
mansions and wave “Happy New Year.”

We’ve had as few as 3 paddlers and as many as 33 at our turn
-around point and lunch site of Crisp Park. We’ve maintained
the same potluck format each year; somehow the most amazing dishes keep appearing to feed the horde of hungry boaters. Many thanks to Al Tillson and Margie Boettger for transporting the food to the park. Their help makes things like hot
pots of chili and cold dry bags of bubbly arrive right-side up.
When all the boats are lined up on the Crisp Park shoreline, it
is truly an impressive sight – somewhere between a sea kayak convention and a giant boat sale. For a short while we are
a vivid example, to ourselves and others, of the beauty of
good fellowship and paddling cooperation on the first day of
the year.
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Paddling the Hillsborough in Winter
By Hank Brooks
with pictures from Barb Uzenoff and Jan Machnikowski

A river paddle during the winter is always a good bet. Besides the fun
of paddling the river with friends, you know that you will be protected
from the cold winter winds. Plus you get the beauty of the river and the
animals which live there.

This early January paddle on the Hillsborough River lived up to it’s
billing. There were 13 TBSKers who joined us for the paddle from
Sargeant Park to Morris Bridge. Besides myself Jeff Guild, Dave
Schmidt,
Jan Machnikowski, Tom & Carrie Ney, Anne and Mitch Larimore,
Pay Yadon, Tom Malone, Greg Martin, Barb Uzenoff, Bob Mor-

ris. Everyone paddled from Sargeant Park down to Morris Bridge
where we had lunch. After that some people left the official paddle to
do their own thing.

It turned out to be a beautiful January morning with a temperature of about
65 degrees at launch. With such a large group I was pleased that most were
very respectful of the environment and were quiet so as not to disturb the
animals as we slowly cruised by. We first headed upstream to visit the “gator

hole” were we spotted about 10 gators sunning themselves. Heading downstream the river was beautiful, but a bit different without it’s usual full summer
canopy. This allowed the sun to shine thru in some places. At first I was disappointed not to see the usual plethora of birds, but then as Jeff said, “Oh
yea of little faith.” After about a mile into the paddle, they started to show
up in quantity with flocks of Ibis (at least 50 birds in one flock), some herons
and several beautiful Rosette Spoonbills. And gators? Oh yes we had gators!. With a few large ones showing off as they basked in the sunshine.

All too soon we saw the Morris Bridge Park walkways and the
old bridge pilings in the river which marked the end of this trip for
some of us. The lunch break was great with many stories and
lies shared while eating. Then some of us went home while the
rest continued their paddles – either downstream to Trout
Creek Park or back upstream to Sargeant Park. What a great
day for a paddle!
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Hillsborough River – Fine Day For A Winter Paddle
By Hank Brooks with Pictures by Barb Uzenoff

So far the winter weather has mostly cooperated for
paddling in the Tampa Bay area. On this fine day in
mid January, with the sun shining, about 25
TBSKers met at Trout Creek to paddle the Hills-

borough River. The Proegers (Terry and Charlene)
led the Advanced and Intermediate groups and Dave
Schmidt took the Easy paddlers.
In winter, the Hillsborough River is an excellent place
to paddle because you are protected from the winter
winds. And one of the things which I truly enjoy about
the Hillsborough, is that it rarely disappoints when it

comes to showing off its wildlife. Besides the usual turtles, there were gators sunning themselves, anhingas,
yellow crowned night herons, great blue herons, ospreys, roseate spoonbills, loads of white ibises, and of
course, the customary turkey buzzards hanging around
the nature center. Some say that they were waiting for
kayakers to capsize, but that is just a rumor.
Of course one of the best parts of a TBSK paddlepicnic is being spoiled by Clay Kent’s culinary treats
when you get back from the paddle. Yeah Clay!
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Events
Kayak Camping
for TBSK Members
Many of our TBSK members are interested in camping, especially from a kayak. If you are interested in camping, please
make sure to let Andy Bartley email: sailonbear@hotmail.com know. Contact him you need to get in touch with all of
the TBSK members interested in camping .
Also, Andy Bartley launched a Facebook Page for TBSK Camping:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1780031405551417/

Member Requested Trips
Anyone can request a paddle to a location they want to go and we will see if we can find a trip leader to lead the trip for
you. Just submit a Trip Request by the 10th of the month prior to your trip so the next newsletter can advertise it with
the trip leaders' name.
You Can Do This By Emailing tbsk@tbsk.club with "Trip Request" in the subject line.
1. Put-in and take-out locations
2. Destination and total distance
3. Preferred Date(s) and time
4. Skill level required (see Trip Planning/Paddling guide on TBSK.club)
5. Phone number (should trip leader have questions)
Trip Coordinator will:
• Post this trip request with the monthly “request for trips” which is sent out to trip leaders.
• Notify the person requesting the trip if we can find a trip leader and if the trip can be led exactly as requested, or if
some modification to the trip is necessary.

New Places To Paddle
Comments from our member survey observed we always paddle the "same old places". We need to get out of our
rut! With that in mind, we are encouraging our trip leaders to expand their paddling horizons. All members should note
that we have a "Paddle Places" section on our web site which lists places to paddle in the greater Tampa Bay area (see
menu on bottom of the home page).
In "Paddle Places" one of the things you will find is the Pinellas County Paddling Guide, which lists about 100 different
places to paddle in Pinellas County - where most of our members live. The link to the guide, which TBSK helped create, is
found below:
http://www.pinellascounty.org/blueways/pdf/BluewaysGuide.pdf
If you have a favorite place to paddle, and it is not listed in "Paddle Places", please contact Hank Brooks at
jbrook5@tampabay.rr.com
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News & Events Around the State
(updated info in red)

Click on items logo to go to there general website

Friends of the Island Parks ( http://www.islandparks.org) supports Caladesi Island State Park and Honeymoon Island
• Osprey Trail Walks every Wed, Sat, Sun at 11
• Beach Walks every Friday at 11
• Monthly Shell Show. 3rd Saturday each month at Nature Center, 1pm
• Wildlife Status:
• Osprey: 15 Active Nests in March, and first chicks spotted March 28th
• Eagles: 2 Eaglets fully grown and ready to Fledge in March
• Great horned owls: Owls are not anticipated to nest in the parks this season
• Sea Turtle: Season runs from May through October. 43 nests were spotted last season.
• Visit caladesidiscoverycenter.com to learn about the forthcoming interpretive facility.
For an update on this year’s Sea Turtle Baby Boom, see this article: http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/
wildlife/baby-boom-sea-turtles-set-new-record-for-nesting-on-pinellas-beaches/2307517
FPTA. We are the steward of all of Florida's water trails. Our
mission is to develop water trails, protect the environment along the trails, and be a resource and voice for
paddlers. Jill Lingard is the FPTA President, and Hank Brooks is this Region’s Director for FPTA.
(Our region is Hillsborough, Pinellas, & Manatee)

http://www.floridapaddlingtrails.com

The Adventurous Woman. Fishing, Camping, Kayaking, Hikes for women of all skill levels.
Meets the 3rd Wednesday at Bill Jackson’s. 6:30pm, February-November.
Society for Ethical Ecotourism: Florida SEE is looking for volunteers to help vendors become certified.
See info about SEE on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSEE.org.
Info on the volunteer position can be seen here:
• http://www.floridasee.org/docs/Florida_SEE_Assessor_Position_Description_2015.pdf

Paddle Florida Paddle Florida is a non-profit corporation that promotes water conservation, wildlife preservation,
prings restoration, and waterways protection via fun and educational multi-day paddling trips in Florida’s most
spectacular river and coastal environments. For trip details and registration, visit http://www.paddleflorida.org/

To register for trips: http://www.paddleflorida.org/services/preview-and-register-for-trips-5165.html

Tampa Bay Watch: http://www.tampabaywatch.org
•
BAY LIFE ART SHOW February 22,2019 4:30-9pm more info click here

Keep Pinellas Beautiful strives to keep our community clean and beautiful.
We have many volunteers and adoption programs available in which you can participate.
http://www.mykpb.com/
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful: http://keeptampabaybeautiful.org
• Jack Davis Pulitzer Prize Winner author of The “Gulf: The Making of an American Sea”
speaking Feb.22nd 7pm more info
Our mission is to promote a culture of environmental stewardship through
volunteer and educational opportunities.

Egmont Key Alliance ( http://www.egmontkey.info/)
•
•

Florida Water Environmental Association: Over 70 years after its creation,
FWEA continues to make historic differences in the advancement of the water environment,
science and technology, making it a leading professional water organization in Florida.
Our history says a lot about the leadership, dedication and hard work. http://www.fwea.org
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Updates by Bill Biles

Visit our Sponsors for the
Best Kayaking Equipment and Advice!
How did new participants
find out about the club?
Since early April we have been
tracking how new members found
out about TBSK. The results so far
are:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Outfitters 3
Internet Search 3
A Friend 3
Other 3
Facebook 3
Brochures 3

Support our sponsors!

Photo by Bill Biles
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We Need Your Help Please as

A Volunteer Pilot for
Swim Around Lido Key 2019
Saturday, April 27th

Your support is much appreciated!

Thank you for being a volunteer pilot/kayaker for a swimmer in one of our past events. Without your support, the solo swimmers can’t swim the race safely. You've been an important part of their success and
they also much appreciate your help.
We need pilots like you for this year’s race on Saturday, April 27. We have many solo swimmers coming from all over the USA and they don’t have their own pilot and need your help again.
Each volunteer pilot receives:

•
•
•
•
•
•

$60 gift card after the race is over
Official race t-shirt
Excellent post race meal
Free beer provided by our sponsors
Official race pint glass after the race is over
Goodie bag

Date: 4/27/2019
Location: Ken Thompson Park, Lido Key, Sarasota, FL

PLEASE REGISTER AS A PILOT NOW
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Info for TBSK.club
Board Members

TBSK MEMBER
CLASSIFIED ADS

…………………………………

President

Hank Brooks 727 724 8983
jbrook1776@gmail.com

Vice President
Al Tillson 813-832-3961
altillson@yahoo.com

.No classifieds submitted this month. Classified

Ads Policy: Any TBSK member may place a classified ad. The ad is free for the first six months.
After six months ad expires. May be maintained for
$5 per month. Please notify the editor when item is
sold.

Trip Coordinator

Bob Morris 727 804 3636

Welcome New Members!

Membership Coordinator
Steve Loeven 516 729 3297

•

Brian Curtiss

•

Mary Alyce Owens

•

Jeanne Coffeyert

•

Thomas & Carrie Ney

•

Hamid Marzban

Training/Safety Coordinator
Jean Totz
jean.totz@yahoo.com

Activities Coordinators
Clay Kent 727.557.8159
kentdata@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Dave Schmidt 608-842-0135
Dave2Kayak@yahoo.com

Secretary/ Treasurer
Barb Uzenoff 813-447-1750
barbaraku@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Bill Biles 727 204 5511
wcbiles@gmail.com

Kathy Nagel

•

Glen Almcrantz

•

Rob Chierico

•

Therese Eby

•

Leslie Taylor

•

Thomas Malone

•

Al Pollak

•

Jeffrey Guild

•

Cynthia McGregor

•

Keith Fowler
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Beginning BALANCE

Photo by Steven Loeven

$4994

INCOME
Dues + Newsletter
ads

Total Expenses

Members that renewed this month:
• Eileen Burns
•

2019

EXPENSES
Holiday party
(Bill Jacksons
table and chair
Rental)
P.O Box rental
2019

rcmorrisfa@aol.com

sl72056@yahoo.com

Treasurer’s Report

Ending Balance

$235

$496
$96
——$595
$4635

Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers
Become A Member
You may join TBSK online using your web browser. Just go to the link http://www.tbsk.club and click
“Join Us” at the top of the page. You can pay club dues at the end of the process.
To join the Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers by mail, click on “Join Us” at the top of the TBSK web site. Click on
the Liability / Waiver Form. Print the form and send it to the address listed at the bottom of this page. The
application and waiver form are also available at TBSK meetings held at Bill Jacksons Store on the second
Monday of each month at 7:00pm.
We hope to see you at our next TBSK event!

Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers
P.O. Box 8682
Seminole FL 33775-8682
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